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Newsletter April 2005

Introduction

It is some time since we had a newsletter so this is to bring you up to date with the current situation.  If anyone wants more information please contact the secretary when we will make the appropriate arrangement depending upon the number of requests.  

History

22/11/02

Formation of Friends of Coombe Wood.




1st half of 2003
Meetings and communications with Castle Point Borough Council.  

Attendance at lottery funding workshop establishes that funding is possible if registration is successful.

August 2003
Application to register Coombe Wood as a village and town green sent to Essex County Council.

October 2004
Essex County Council organises public inquiry.

November 2004
Inspector produces report from public inquiry.

December 2004
Interested parties respond to Inspector’s report.

January 2005
Inspector produces ‘supplementary report’ following the comments made by the interested parties.

February 2005
Applicant registers formal complaints on conduct of the Inspector.


Judgement made in Court of Appeal in respect of the Oxfordshire village Green application.

March 2005
Following the Court of Appeal judgement in the Oxfordshire case the Inspector produces a further supplementary report.


Interested parties to the Coombe Wood application are invited by Essex County Council to make comment.

April 2005
The applicants in the Oxfordshire case request permission to appeal to the House of Lords.


Response now due to the interested parties in the Coombe Wood application by Essex County Council.

Where we are now

Essex County Council, who is the registration authority, will make the final decision on whether we have a village green and how much of a village green we have.  There are two primary factors affecting this.  Number one is the recommendation made by the Inspector and number two is the out come of the village green application in Oxfordshire.  The latter is now going before the House of Lords and concerns the end of the 20-year qualifying period, crucial in establishing a claim.

Even if Essex County Council makes a decision we do not like there are strong grounds for us to request permission for a judicial review.  For example if they reduce the area that is unacceptable to us.  All these things take time and time is on our side.  

We have kept the Open Spaces Society fully informed and they are supporting us in our attempt to register our village green in the same way as they are supporting Oxfordshire in their application to the house of lords.

Pond

There are a number of issues and possibilities surrounding the pond that is on Castle Point Borough Council land.  Quite sensibly the Council wants one focal point with the public for the future and development of wild life in Castle Point and would like to use the Castle Point Wild Life Group.  Our chairman is a member and we have contacted them as regards an affiliated membership.  Pending the outcome of that we suggest that any one with a burning interest in the pond and its future joins the Castle Point Wild Life Group whilst Friends of Coombe Wood concentrates on obtaining registration.

Friends of Coombe Wood will, however, continue to monitor developments and keep you informed of them.

Notices and fencing

Many of you have reported notices and fences going up, this appears regrettable but has no impact on our legal claim.

Landowners can do what they like on their land and nobody can stop them.  The legal process we are going through is a long way from exhaustion and if we are successful in getting a village green any notices and fences erected must be removed.  The acts of parliament that enforces that are section 29 of the Commons Act 1876 and section 12 of the Enclosures Act 1857.  Erecting notices or fences does not force the law down a particular route in favour of the landowners.

We must respect the notices and fences and comply with them, we have no legal right to interfere with them, however we are conscious that some land being claimed has unproven title at this time.
